
The Impact of COVID-19 on PA 
Education and Key Considerations 

for Health Workforce Policy



Agenda

• PAEA Background
• COVID-19 Rapid Response Report Data

• Impact on Didactic/Clinical Education
• Long-Term Implications/Impact on Students

• Policy Recommendations



PAEA

• Only national organization representing 300 accredited PA 
education programs in the U.S.

• Provides admissions, assessment, faculty development, 
research, and policy services

• Issued a series of Rapid Response Reports in 2020 and 2021 
to illustrate the impact of COVID-19 on PA programs, faculty, 
and students



Impact on Didactic/Clinical Education













Long-Term/Student Implications











Policy Recommendations

• Continue to support and expand targeted PCTE competitions 
which allow direct compensation of clinical preceptors

• PCTE – PA Rural Training Program
• Explore opportunities to encourage grantees to leverage 

funding to accelerate adoption of telehealth education
• Support increased PCTE investments to support student mental 

health and resilience training


	The Impact of COVID-19 on PA Education and Key Considerations for Health Workforce Policy
	Agenda
	PAEA
	Impact on Didactic/Clinical Education
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Long-Term/Student Implications
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Policy Recommendations

