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Birthing-Friendly designation

• On November 8, 2023, CMS started displaying the ‘Birthing-Friendly’ designation 
icon on CMS’s Care Compare online tool. 

• CMS created the new designation to identify hospitals and health systems that 
participate in a statewide or national perinatal quality improvement collaborative 
program and that implement evidence-based care to improve maternal health. 

• The public can use the Care Compare tool — along with a complementary 
interactive map — to find a hospital or health system with the ‘Birthing-Friendly’ 
designation in their area. 
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm1lZGljYXJlLmdvdi9jYXJlLWNvbXBhcmUvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTEwOC44NTM1OTYxMSJ9.kFvhaIjakaZE4mhuYQ39n9NxXlVWU546Z8OaDk_yhRw/s/558415784/br/230330034394-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZGF0YS5jbXMuZ292L3Byb3ZpZGVyLWRhdGEvYmlydGhpbmctZnJpZW5kbHktaG9zcGl0YWxzLWFuZC1oZWFsdGgtc3lzdGVtcyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzExMDguODUzNTk2MTEifQ.xOp9e6lMSwMuRBaNvsxCMfpMUMbLYoM7mFW13rCfYlg/s/558415784/br/230330034394-l


Background – the data

• In August 2022, CMS established a “Birthing-Friendly” designation to identify 
hospitals and health systems that participate in a statewide or national perinatal 
quality improvement collaborative program and have implemented the 
recommended quality intervention. 

• In October 2022, CMS posted the first data on the Care Compare website. 
• Future reporting will occur on an annual basis and include data spanning the 

preceding calendar year. 
• Thus, the release of data on Care Compare in Fall 2023 reflects measure data 

spanning January to December 2022.
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Background – the measures

• CMS is initially awarding the Birthing-Friendly designation to hospitals 
or health systems that report “yes” to both of the following questions, 
o the first is participation in maternal or perinatal quality collaborative
o the second is implementation of evidence-based patient safety practices or 

bundles related to maternal morbidity. 

• If a hospital answers “yes” to both, they receive the Birthing Friendly 
Designation.
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• On December 13, 2022, leaders from across                                              
government and industry gathered for CMS’s first convening on maternal health 
since the agency launched its Maternity Care Action plan as part of the Biden-
Harris Administration’s Blueprint for Addressing the Maternal Health Crisis.

• As part of the convening, CMS unveiled this logo for the Birthing-Friendly 
designation, which will be posted on Care Compare as well as the websites of 
participating health plans to indicate “Birthing-Friendly” facilities. 

This is the first-ever hospital quality designation by HHS that specifically focuses 
on maternal health.
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The logo 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cms-maternity-care-action-plan.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Maternal-Health-Blueprint.pdf


• Based on the data hospitals submitted during 2022
• CMS began displaying the “Birthing-Friendly” designation on 

the care compare website on November 8, 2023
• CMS also released an interactive map showing Birthing-

Friendly hospitals and health systems throughout the U.S.
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The Designation 



Web-Based Care Compare Tool
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https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/?providerType=Hospital
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https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/birthing-friendly-hospitals-and-health-systems
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