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MCHB Updates

• Strategic Planning
• MCHB Equity Work
• COVID-19 Response Activities
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MCHB Strategic Planning

Completed May 2020 Completed March 2021 Through 2021 Through 2022
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MCHB: Equity Framework
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MCHB COVID-19 Response: Innovations
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Promoting Pediatric Primary Prevention (P4) 
Challenge

 Prize competition to address declining rates of childhood 
vaccination coverage and well-child visits due to COVID-19 

 $1,000,000 in prizes for innovative approaches to increase 
access to and utilization of well-child visits and/or immunizations 
services within primary care settings

 Partnerships with state and local organizations encouraged

 241 submissions received

 MCHB will select up to 50 Phase 1 winners and up to 20 Phase 2 
winners
 Phase 1 winners announcement anticipated in May 2021
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Nationwide Participation in P4 Challenge



#WellChildWednesdays Campaign
 330,000 people reached with 10 posts during campaign

 4,000 engagements: Likes, shares, re-tweets & comments

 Key Amplification: 2 videos by U.S. Surgeon General, 
AMCHP, AAP, ASTHO, and federal partners-- ACF, WIC, 
Head Start

 600+ health centers from 42 states engaged with posts

 10 posts generated 3,000+ original posts with #WCW 
hashtag

 Additional outreach efforts to amplify HHS campaign 
#CatchUpGetAhead resulted in 400+ visits to Vaccines.gov
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MCHB COVID-19 Response: Telehealth
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 $15 million to increase 
telehealth access and 
infrastructure for providers 
and families to help prevent 
and respond to COVID-19

 Funded through the 2020 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security   
(CARES) Act



Maternal Telehealth Access Project (MTAP)

 Purpose: 

 Increase telehealth access and 
infrastructure for families and 
providers;

 Improve access to maternity care, 
including mental healthcare, during 
COVID-19 pandemic
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MTAP Needs Assessment
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Barriers to telehealth: 
 Low digital literacy
 Lack of access to internet / WiFi
 Lack of technology/knowledge
 Communication challenges
 Shortage of mental health providers
 Unemployment
 Loss of income
 Housing security
 Lack of transportation

Prioritizing women with greatest need:
 Black and African American
 Native American and Indigenous
 Latinx / immigrants & refugees



MTAP Activities

• Funding Supports:
 Remote pregnancy monitoring 

(ex: blood pressure cuffs)
 Telemedicine technology for 

patients and providers
 Training for virtual doulas, 

lactation consultants, and 
community health workers

 Virtual services
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MCHB COVID-19 Response:  Looking Forward
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Response Expansion and Future Opportunities
Vaccination
• Support vaccine delivery through MCHB-funded staff
• Provide specialized training to MCHB-funded staff on messaging strategies for MCH populations
• Educate families about how to access vaccination

Testing, Tracing & Reducing Spread
• Educate families on local testing availability 
• Promote proven public health strategies to reduce spread
• Continue to support telehealth efforts

Surveillance and Research 
• Add COVID-19 questions to National Survey of Children’s Health
• Support longer-term follow-up of pediatric COVID-19 patients through research networks



HHS/HRSA Updates

• HHS/HRSA Leadership Updates
• American Rescue Plan of 2021 (ARPA)
• Black Maternal Health Week
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HHS/HRSA Leadership Updates

• HHS
 Secretary:  Xavier Becerra
 Assistant Secretary for Health:  Dr. Rachel Levine

• HRSA
 Acting Administrator:  Diana Espinosa
 Chief of Staff:  Jordan Grossman
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American Rescue Plan:  HRSA Funding

• The American Rescue Plan Act provides $17.880 billion for HRSA:
 Health Centers:  $7.6 billion;
 National Health Service Corps:  $800 million;
 Nurse Corps:  $200 million;
 Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical Education:  $330 million;
 Behavioral Health Programs:  $220 million;
 Home Visiting:  $150 million;
 Pediatric Mental Health Care:  $80 million; and
 Rural Provider Relief:  $8.5 billion (through the Provider Relief Fund).
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Black Maternal Health Week
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Full text available at:  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions/

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/


Black Maternal Health Week
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Full text of release available at:  
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/

See Secretary Becerra’s remarks at:  
https://www.youtube.com/c/HHS/videos

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HHS/videos


Contact Information 

Michael D. Warren, MD, MPH, FAAP
Associate Administrator
Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB)
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
Email: MWarren@hrsa.gov
Phone: 301.443.2170
Web: mchb.hrsa.gov
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http://mchb.hrsa.gov/


Connect with HRSA

Learn more about our agency at: 
www.HRSA.gov

Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US: 
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http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/hrsagov
https://www.instagram.com/hrsagov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-government-department-of-health-&-human-services-hrsa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube
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