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The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy
Established in Section 711 of the Social Security Act
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The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) 
collaborates with rural communities and partners to 
support community programs and shape policy that 

will improve health in rural America.

Cross-Agency 
Collaboration

Capacity 
Building Voice for Rural

Works across HRSA, 
HHS, and several 

other federal partners 
to accomplish its 

goals

Increases access to 
health care for people 
in rural communities 

through grant 
programs and public 

partnerships

Advises the HHS 
Secretary on policy 
and regulation that 

affect rural areas
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Rural Health Landscape 
The Often-Cited Rural Health Concerns… 

Sources: Social Determinants of Health in the United States: Addressing Major Health Inequality Trends for the Nation, 1935-2016 - PubMed (nih.gov)
Publication Details: Rural Population Health in the United States: A Chartbook - Rural Health Research Gateway (Updated February 2023)

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29367890/
https://www.ruralhealthresearch.org/publications/1572
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Rural Health Policy Issues
Access to Obstetric Care
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Watch Video Profiles of Innovative FORHP Grantees: 
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/project-examples

• Rural Health Care Services Outreach
• Small Health Care Provider Quality 

Improvement 
• Delta States Network Program
• Pilot Programs

o Care Coordination 

Direct Services Capacity-Building  

• Rural Health Network 
Development 

• Rural Health Network 
Development Planning 

• Pilot Programs
• Rural Maternal Obstetrics 

Management Strategies 
Program

Lifting Up Rural Community Health
Community-based programs helps test new ideas

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/project-examples
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RMOMS Program Context
In 2023, RMOMS was authorized under a new statute, Section 330A-2 of the Public Health 
Service Act. 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title42-section254c-1b&num=0&edition=prelim#:%7E:text=42%20USC%20254c-1b%3A%20Rural%20obstetric%20network%20grants%20Text,To%3A%20Source%20Credit%20%C2%A7254c%E2%80%931b.%20Rural%20obstetric%20network%20grants
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title42-section254c-1b&num=0&edition=prelim#:%7E:text=42%20USC%20254c-1b%3A%20Rural%20obstetric%20network%20grants%20Text,To%3A%20Source%20Credit%20%C2%A7254c%E2%80%931b.%20Rural%20obstetric%20network%20grants


RMOMS Program Information
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Purpose: To establish or continue collaborative improvement and innovation networks to improve access to and 
delivery of maternity and obstetrics care in rural areas.

RMOMS Focus Areas

Financial Sustainability Rural Hospital Obstetric 
Service Aggregation 

 

Approaches to Risk-
Appropriate Care

 

Funding Amount: up to $1 
million per awardee per year

Total Number of Awardees 
Since 2019: 12

Performance Period: 
4 years

RMOMS Website: Rural 
Maternity and Obstetrics 
Management Strategies 

(RMOMS) Program | HRSA

RMOMS Contact Information: 
RMOMS@hrsa.gov

https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/grants/rural-community/rmoms
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/grants/rural-community/rmoms
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/grants/rural-community/rmoms
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/grants/rural-community/rmoms
mailto:RMOMS@hrsa.gov


RMOMS Program Information (cont.)
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RMOMS Goals
1. Identify and implement evidence-based and sustainable delivery models for the provision of maternal and 

obstetrics care in rural hospitals and communities;
2. Enhance and preserve access to maternal and obstetric services in rural hospitals that includes developing 

an approach to aggregate, coordinate, and sustain the delivery and access of preconception, prenatal, 
pregnancy, labor and delivery, and postpartum services;

3. Provide training for professionals in health care settings that do not have specialty maternity care;
4. Collaborate with academic institutions that can provide regional clinical expertise (such as specialty 

expertise and provider support using a variety of modalities including telehealth services) and help identify 
barriers to providing maternal health care, including strategies for addressing such barriers;

5. Assess and address disparities in infant and maternal health outcomes, including among rural racial and 
ethnic minority populations and underserved populations.

Source: FY23 RMOMS Notice of Funding Opportunity (https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/340917)

https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/340917


Addressing Maternal Health Issues
Rural Maternity Obstetrics and Management Strategies Program (RMOMS)

• RMOMS improves maternal care in rural 
communities by:
 Aggregating obstetric services within the 

rural region to revive or sustain rural 
obstetric and maternal services

 Building networks to coordinate continuum 
of care

 Leveraging telehealth and specialty care
 Working with State Medicaid programs and 

other payers to improve financial 
sustainability
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Highlights from the 2019 Cohort
Implementation Years 1 & 2

(September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2022)
• Rural Maternity and Obstetrics Management 

Strategies (RMOMS) Program awardees created 
maternal health networks to provide prenatal, 
labor and delivery, and/or postpartum care to 
nearly 5,000 rural RMOMS participants, with 
over 3,600 deliveries.

• Implemented telehealth, patient navigation, and 
direct service expansion initiatives to improve 
access to maternity care and support services



RMOMS Program - Awardees Since Fiscal Year 2019
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2019 Cohort (blue)
• Bootheel Perinatal 

Network (BPN) in 
Missouri

• New Mexico Rural 
Obstetrics Access and 
Maternal Services 
(ROAMS)

• Texas-RMOMS 
Comprehensive 
Maternal Care 
Network

2021 Cohort (red)
• Families First: Rural 

Maternity Health 
Collaborative in 
Minnesota

• RMOMS-Southeast 
Missouri Partnership 
(SMP)

• West Virginia RMOMS

2022 Cohort (blue)
• RMOMS South Dakota 

(RMOMS SD)
• Maternal Health 

Connections (MT)
• Maine RMOMS
• Arkansas RMOMS (AR-

MOMS)

2023 Cohort (orange)
• Mary Hitchcock 

Memorial Hospital (NH)
• Institute for the 

Advancement of 
Minority Health (MS)



Connect with HRSA

Learn more about our agency at: 
www.HRSA.gov

Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US: 
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http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://www.instagram.com/hrsagov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-government-department-of-health-&-human-services-hrsa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube
https://twitter.com/HRSAgov
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