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Today’s Focus

• The Basics of PA Education
• Students

• Education Model
• Didactic and clinical
• Oral health and substance use disorder content
• Payment for clinical sites

• Programs with a rural focus
• Challenges and Recommendations



Distribution of 260 PA Programs 

Source: PAEA data; By the Numbers: Curriculum Report 4: Data from the 2018 
Prerequisite Curriculum Survey, Washington, DC: PAEA; 2019.



Applicants and Students

Source: Physician Assistant Education Association, By the Numbers: Program Report 
34: Data from the 2018 Program Survey, Washington, DC: PAEA; 2019 



PA Student Interest in Rural Health
Desired Practice Environment MSS EOPS

Inner city 3.2 3.0

Military base 2.8 2.5

Outside US 3.2 2.5

Rural 3.4 3.1

Suburban 4.0 3.8

Urban 3.8 3.7

1 = very undesirable, 5 = very desirable

Source: Physician Assistant Education Association, By the Numbers: Student Report 4: Data from the 2019 
Matriculating Student and End of Program Surveys, Washington, DC: PAEA; 2020.



Length and Structure of Programs

Source: PAEA Program Report 34. By the Numbers: Data from the 2018 Program Survey

Mean program length is 26.8 months

Didactic phase: mean of 58 weeks
Clinical phase: mean of 54 weeks



Didactic Curriculum

Source: PAEA Curriculum Report 2. By the Numbers: Data from the 2016 Didactic Curriculum Survey



Didactic Curriculum

Source: PAEA Curriculum Report 2. By the Numbers: Data from the 2016 Didactic Curriculum Survey



Clinical Curriculum
REQUIRED ROTATIONS (SCPES) AND SETTINGS
SUPERVISED CLINICAL 
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCES
• Family medicine

• Emergency medicine

• Internal medicine

• Surgery

• Pediatrics

• Women’s 
health/Gynecology/Obstetrics

• Behavioral and mental health

Source: ARC-PA Standards, 5th edition.

SETTINGS
• Emergency Department

• Inpatient

• Outpatient

• Operating Room



Impact of COVID-19 on PA Education

Physician Assistant Education Association, COVID-19 Rapid Response Report 2. Washington, DC: PAEA; 2020.



Telemedicine —A Silver Lining in 
COVID Era

Physician Assistant Education Association, COVID-19 Rapid Response Report 2. Washington, DC: PAEA; 2020.



Program Sponsoring Institutions

Private
69%

Public
31%

Non-Academic 
Health Center

71%

Academic 
Health 
Center

29%

Source: PAEA Program Report 34. By the Numbers: Data from the 2018 Program Survey



Oral Health and Substance Use 
Disorder Content

• PA students receive 7 hours of oral health training.
• 96 percent of programs have integrated some oral health 

education.

• The percentage of PA programs 
offering DEA X-waiver training has 
increased from 3% to 70% since 
2018.

Sources: Oral health, PAEA Curriculum Report 3. By the Numbers: Data from the 2017 Clinical Curriculum 
Survey. X-waiver training, Integrating Oral Health: Physician Assistant Education in 2017. J Physician 
Assist Educ, 30(2):93-100.



Interprofessional Education



Payment for Clinical Sites

Source: PAEA Curriculum Report 3. By the Numbers: Data from the 2017 Clinical Curriculum Survey



Additional Data on PA Practice

NCCPA 2019 Statistical Profile of Certified Physician Assistants © NCCPA 2020



PAEA Recommendations

• Interprofessional challenges require interprofessional solutions
• Workforce development investments must:

• Address cross-disciplinary decline in primary care practice
• Combat cross-disciplinary disincentives to practice in 

rural/underserved areas
• Reflect the value of team-based care
• Support expanded Telemedicine capacity

• Ensure that all HRSA-administered programs designed to promote 
access to care in rural areas support interprofessional training to the 
extent allowable by statute

• PCTE Collaborative Grants = Model for Future Competitions
• Transparency is key
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