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Vision 
We envision rural America as diverse communities of healthy people, places and providers, who access 
world class care and human services by capitalizing on continued innovation and rural values – places 

where people have the greatest opportunity to live their American Dream. 

Mission 
We will advance our Vision for rural America by: 

• Examining rural health care and human services innovations 
• Highlighting opportunities that integrate health care services, human services, and non-health 

sectors 
• Recommending public policies that advance rural community vibrancy and resiliency 
• Engaging science and evidence during our deliberations 

Values 
Integration: 

Integration is the organization of rural health care, public health, human services, and other health-
related sectors that allows seamless access, timely information communication, and equitable resource 
allocation. 

Determination: 

Determination is the opportunity for rural people and communities to direct their future, supported by 
flexible public policies sensitive to rural needs. 

Access: 

Access is the timely availability of personal health and human services to pursue the best health 
outcomes, and involves multiple dimensions including geographic proximity, travel burden, insurance 
coverage, financial affordability, and cultural competency. 

Innovation: 

Innovation is the capacity of rural communities to design and implement health care and other 
solutions, supported by flexible public policies and resources that lead to rural community growth, 
vibrancy, and adaptability. 

Resilience: 

Resilience is the capacity of agile rural people and communities to overcome challenges and foster 
lasting improvements in personal health and community vitality. 
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